America in the Bible? (Not?)

Introduction

I have often wondered if America is referred to in the Bible - I believe others have strug-
gled with this question as well. Although America was not recognized as a nation until after
1776, a considerable portion of Bible prophecy concerns times much later than this. Based
on the present world situation it seems that America should logically be involved in some of
the end-times events recorded in the Bible, and thus, should be included (using some appro-
priate symbolic identity).

There are seventeen books of prophecy in the Old Testament (OT), several of which con-
cern end-times events, but the book of Revelation in the New Testament (NT) provides the
most complete coverage of events that occur during the last seven years of the world as we
know it. The book of Revelation was written for all of Jesus’ servants (believers), but it pri-
marily concerns Israel, God’s chosen nation. However, the events that are described therein
have significant impact on the entire world. America is the only present-day nation com-
mitted to the support of Israel. For it to not be included in these prophetic end-times nar-
ratives seems strange, almost like an oversight. If America’s pledge to Israel for undying
support continues to the end, you would certainly think some indication of that would ap-
pear in OT prophecy, and/or in the book of Revelation. The purpose of this chapter is to
identify and analyze three possible Bible references that may provide an answer to this

seeming conundrum, one documented in the OT, and two in the N'T.



The Northern Army War

One of the most likely events in which we might expect America to be involved is record-
ed in Ezekiel 38, where armies thought to be from Russia, Persia, Ethiopia, Iran, Iraq, Ger-
many, and Armenia (and possibly others), come against Israel in what is identified as the
Northern Army War. Ezekiel 38:8 indicates that this army comes against Israel in the end-
times (“/atter years”). The approximate timing of this event seems to be reinforced by refer-
ences to Israel’s regathering and apparent agricultural success in bringing the country back
from being a wasteland. Many, many Jews have returned to the land of Israel since it was
recognized and established as a nation in 1948, and the agricultural and economic success
achieved by the Jewish people since that time is recognized worldwide. Although the exact
timing of this war during the “/atter years” is difficult to establish, there are several clues that
help to identify the period during which it must occur. We already know that it begins dur-
ing the seven years described by Daniel 9:27, which is also the period of time described in
the book of Revelation. Ezekiel 39:22 states that Israel will recognize the Lord as their God
from the end of the war, forward. This suggests that the war begins during the Great Tribu-
lation (the last 3 1/2-years of Daniel’s prophesied seven year period), and results in the mass
exodus of the Jews from Judea (M’t. 24:16). Revelation 12:14 states that the Jewish remnant
(“the woman’), will be provided with safe passage to her place in the wilderness, where God
protects and nourishes her to the end. Ezekiel 38:18-22 describes events that also occur dur-
ing the day of the Lord’s wrath (Re. 16:13-21), which seems to place the timing of the war and
the day of God’s wrath together. Ezekiel 39:8 also makes reference to “the day whereof I have

spoken,” which could certainly be referring to the Day of the Lord, the time of the Great



Tribulation (the last 3 1/2-years). Joel 2:20 also records the Lord’s dealing with the Northern
Army during the “Day of the Lord.”

The exact timing of the events that occur during the seven year period prophesied by
Daniel is not clearly documented in the Bible. For a more complete analysis of events that
occur during this period I recommend that interested readers refer to Chapter 8 of the
“Layman’s Commentary on the Book of Revelation,” by Jesse C. Jones, available at the web-
site SCRIBD.

The scriptures referred to above lead me to the conclusion that the Northern Army
comes against Israel just prior to, or near the beginning of the time identified as the “Great
day of the Lord’s wrath,” (see Revelation Chapter 16). The question raised regarding this event
is, Where is America? America is the only nation that has identified Israel’s destiny with its
own, thus, you would think our nation would be in the thick of the battle: Israel’s very exis-
tence seems to be in jeopardy. The only place in this passage of scripture that could seem-
ingly refer to America is in Ezekiel 38:13, which says, “Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of
Tarshish, with all the young lions thereof, shall say unto thee, art thou come to take a spoil? hast thou
gathered thou company to take a prey? to carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to
take a great spozl?” In this verse “Sheba, Dedan, and larshish" represent merchant lands, that
traded with the isles (“young lions”), by ship. England has often been referred to as the “old
lion,” and its empire included many lands that were settled, or conquered in war, any of
which could possibly be identified as “young lions.” Thus, we need to consider the basis for
considering America to be one of the “young lions,” for symbolic biblical reference purposes.

The phrase “young lions” is cited eleven times in the KJV of the Bible: all of which are in

the OT. The interpretation of this phrase is often given as “princes,” or young warriors, who



defend against oppressors, or attack enemies. The “young lions” in Ezekiel 38:13 join with
Sheba, Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, in questioning those coming against Israel
about their motive. Sadly, this does sound like the recent responses of America in dealings
with troublesome nations.

Zechariah 11:3 records the “young lions” roaring for the “pride of Jordan is spoiled.” This ap-
parently refers to the fall of Jerusalem, and the loss of stature and prestige of the Jewish
leaders (the Jewish young lions).

I find little justification here for assuming that the phrase “young lions” is a symbolic bib-
lical name for America.

The Great Whore

A lengthy article available at the internet site “THE PROPHETICNEWS?” entitled, “25
Reasons Why America is Mystery Babylon,” documents the argument in favor of New York
City (and America) being identified as the “Great Whore” in Revelation Chapter 17. I will not
try to summarize this lengthy article, but will argue for a different conclusion by using ex-
cerpts from A Layman’s Commentary on the Book of Revelation, Chapters 17 and 18, writ-
ten by Jesse C. Jones, and available at the website SCRIBD.

In Revelation 17:1-18, John the Apostle is called aside by one of the angels who pour out
the seven plagues of God’s wrath, and he is shown the judgment of the great whore.

And there came one of the seven angels which bad the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto
me, Come hither; I will show unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters:
With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inbabitants of the earth have
been made drunk with the wine of ber fornication. So be carried me away in the spirit into the wilder-

ness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven



beads and ten borns. And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold
and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her band full of abominations and filthiness of ber
fornication: And upon ber forebead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT,
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. And I saw the
woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I
saw her, I wondered with great admiration. And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel?
I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth ber, which bath the seven heads
and ten horns. The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and
go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the
book of life from the foundation of the world, when they bebhold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.
And here is the mind of wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.
And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when be cometh,
bhe must continue a short space. And the beast that was, and is not, even be is the eighth, and is of the sev-
en, and goeth into perdition. And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have recerved no
kingdom as yet; but recerve power as kings one bour with the beast. These have one mind, and shall give
their power and strength unto the beast. These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall
overcome them: for be is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and
chosen, and faithful. And be saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are
peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues. And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast,
these shall bate the whore, and shall make ber desolate and naked, and shall eat ber flesh, and burn her
with fire. For God bath put in their bearts to fulfill bis will, and to agree, and give their kingdom to the
beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled. And the woman which thou sawest is that great city,

which reigneth over the kings of the earth.”



The whore is described as sitting upon many waters, which represents peoples, multi-
tudes, nations, and tongues (Rev 17:15). Thus, we know that the whore’s influence and power
arise from her influence over many people and nations. The word whoredom is used many
times in the Bible to describe religious apostasy, a turning away from God to the worship of
idols. The kings of the earth have committed spiritual fornication with this whore church:
they have submitted to, and accepted the whore church doctrine, which promotes pagan
idolatry under the guise of, and professed adherence to Christian faith. As a result, inhabi-
tants of the earth have become intoxicated (mad) with the wine of her fornication. Sadly,
many denominations and individual churches in our land seem blind to the wiles of the devil
in this regard. They drink the wine of the whore’s fornication until they are willing to ac-
cept almost any abomination: homosexuality, same-sex marriage, pedophilia, pornography,
abortion, adultery, and fornication, as well as many other less grievous offenses. Satan can
raise up forms of religion that incorporate just about every Christian precept except belief
in salvation, based on the shed blood of Jesus Christ. Even Satan's ministers present them-
selves as ministers of righteousness (2 Co. 11:15). Satan has been successful in preparing a
significant part of the contemporary Christian church for the coming of the antichrist and
his whore church.

The whore is holding a golden cup full of abominations and uncleanness of her fornica-
tions. Jeremiah 51:7 refers to a golden cup that represents Babylon, a focus of great evil in
the OT, and we note that Revelation 16:19 says that God remembered Babylon, to give her
the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath. Thus, we have considerable evidence that

the golden cup in the hand of the whore represents Babylon. However, we assume this



refers to a spiritual Babylon: the three earthly cities that have been suggested as likely can-
didates for this hateful role include Babylon, Jerusalem, and Rome.

Upon the forehead of the whore was written, “MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT,
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” The mystery of
iniquity (2 Th. 2:7), was already at work during the time Paul wrote this letter to the Thessa-
lonians, but the full revelation of this mystery is held in check until the “one that restraineth”
is taken out of the way. When believers are raptured during the Great Tribulation, the influ-
ence of the Holy Spirit on earth will be greatly diminished. When Christ returned to heav-
en after His resurrection He sent the Holy Spirit to reside within, and minister to and
through, individual believers. When these believers are taken from the earth, this aspect of
the Holy Spirit’s ministry is completed, and God then prepares to pour out His wrath on
the earth, and those left behind. The presence of the Holy Spirit in the believers on earth
before the rapture restrains the evil plans and activities of Satan, but when the believers are
raptured that wicked one (antichrist), will be without restraint. Iniquity within the harlot
church will then be fully revealed.

In Revelation 17:7, the angel begins to explain to John the mystery of the woman and the
beast that carries her. The beast is described as one that lived, and died, and lived again
when he arose out of the bottomless pit. Compare this to Revelation 1:4, which describes
God as “ .. him which is, and which was, and which is to come.” This is another instance of Sa-
tan trying to counterfeit God and His Christ. Revelation Chapter 13 documents the an-
tichrist’s (beast’s) rising out of the bottomless pit. Here we have additional evidence that
the antichrist is wounded unto death, but his deadly wound is healed, and he lives again.

The antichrist rises to power proclaiming peace, and making a treaty with the Jews, allowing



them to resume daily sacrifices in the temple (Da. 9:27). He apparently reigns for three-and-
one-half-years in relative quietude before things begin to get out of hand and he begins to
meet resistance, as his true nature surfaces. This seems like an appropriate time for an as-
sassin to strike a blow to his head, but instead of death and subsequent burial, he is restored
to life. The scripture says that he ascends out of the bottomless pit. We know that the bot-
tomless pit is the abode of the dragon and his demons. The antichrist's spirit, which goes to
hell at his death, is apparently replaced by the spirit of Satan himself when he is restored to
life, for he becomes an absolute fiend after his resurrection. This is all part of a gigantic
charade to mimic Christ’s death and resurrection. All those that continue to dwell on the
earth whose names are not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world will
wonder at this seeming resurrection. They will undoubtedly look on this resurrected beast as
a god.

Revelation 17:9 states that the seven heads are seven mountains, or kingdoms, on which
the woman is sitting, and in Revelation 17:10, we see that there are seven kings, five of which
are fallen, one still exists, and one is yet to come. In this verse we find there are seven king-
doms (and kings) leading up to the final reign of the beast, who is identified in Revelation
17:11, as the eighth king, but of the seven. These kingdoms include Babylon, Persia, Greece,
Egypt, and Assyria. Rome is the sixth kingdom that still remains when the antichrist comes
to power. Although the current Roman empire is in disarray, and greatly weakened, the im-
plication from this passage of scripture is that the antichrist rises up from this empire. To
properly explain this scripture the antichrist’s reign must represent both the seventh and
eighth kingdoms. His initial reign, beginning when he arises out of the sea, lasts for the first

3 1/2-years, and undoubtedly represents the seventh kingdom. His second reign lasts for the



final 3 1/2-years, and apparently begins when he arises out of the abyss after his deadly
wound. This second reign represents the eighth kingdom. This would explain the meaning
of Revelation 17:11, and be in accord with the number of kingdoms in Revelation 17:10.

The ten horns on the beast represent ten kings that will receive their kingdoms coinci-
dent with the rise of the antichrist. They will rule for one hour, which is interpreted as be-
ing a limited period of time, and they will give their power and strength to the beast. We
conclude from this that at the beginning of Daniel’s 7oth week a person of fierce counte-
nance, understanding dark sentences, rises up within a confederation of ten nations, loosely
identified with the Roman Empire, as it existed after Constantine’s death. These ten kings
are given rule during the antichrist’s rise to power, but soon after he consolidates his ruling
authority, he removes them. During the consolidation of his reign this king (antichrist) sub-
dues the rulers of three of these nations. His power is greatly increased over the next few
years until he controls the whole earth (Da. 7:23). In establishing his expanding kingdom he
encourages the growth of the harlot church (represented by the whore) under the control
and guidance of his assistant, who we recognize as the false prophet. The ruthless enforce-
ment of the antichrist’s policies eventually begin to cause unrest that leads to his assassina-
tion from a deadly wound to the head. Satan seizes this opportunity to enforce absolute
tealty from those left on the earth, so he resurrects the body of the antichrist with his own
evil spirit. The antichrist thus fits the description of Revelation 17:8, which says that the
beast was, and is not, and ascends out of the bottomless pit, and goes into perdition.
Whereas the antichrist was totally evil before his assassination, he returns as an absolute
fiend, demanding the worship of all people, severely persecuting the Jews and Christians,

and allowing no one to buy or sell unless they receive his mark of identification. It is at this



time that he places the abomination of desolation (his image) in the temple and demands
that all people worship him. This is what he has desired since the beginning: worship, for he
longs to be God’s equal. It is also the time alluded to in Revelation 17:16, which states that
the ten kings allied with the antichrist turn against the whore, make her desolate, eat her
flesh, and burn her with fire. For some reason that is not given the antichrist and his ten-
nation kingdom turn against the harlot church that he and his henchman (the false prophet)
organized and nurtured. The antichrist is very jealous of any person or entity that receives
worship; possibly the harlot church turns away from worshipping him and his image, and
thus earns his ire.

Revelation 17:18 GNT states that the whore is “the great city, which bas kingship over the
kings of the earth.” As indicated above, biblical expositors have understood this to mean Baby-
lon, Rome, or Jerusalem. The context of this scripture leaves little doubt that it refers to
the location of the antichrist’s power base; the thing that is not clear is whether this refers
to his economic and political power base, or just his religious power base. We have inter-
preted the scripture references to the whore in Revelation 17 as applying to her representa-
tion of the harlot church, having religious authority over peoples, nations, multitudes, and
tongues. In Revelation 18 she represents the world’s economy (commerce), having power
over trade, business, banking, and transportation. It is not clear whether this “great city” is
the seat of the antichrist’s religious authority through the harlot church, or whether this
refers to the seat of his commercial power base through the ten underling kings, or possibly
both.

Revelation 18:1-24 describes the fall of the antichrist’s economic power base. The eco-

nomic collapses in 1929 and 2009 are the only events in recent memory that might be com-

10



pared to this, but there will be no recovery from the collapse described here. God’s judg-
ment on spiritual Babylon includes much more than just the crash of markets of trade.

“And after these things I saw another angel come down from beaven, having great power; and the
earth was lightened with his glory. And be cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great
is fallen, is fallen, and has become the babitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of
every unclean and bateful bird. For all nations bhave drunk of the wine of the wrath of ber fornication,
and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with ber, and the merchants of the earth are
waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. And I beard another voice from bheaven, saying,
Come out of ber, my people, that ye not be partakers of ber sins, and that ye not receive ber plagues. For
her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities. Reward her as even she
rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her works: in the cup that she bath filled fill to
ber double. How much she bath glorified berself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give
ber: for she saith in ber beart, 1 sit as a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow. Therefore,
shall ber plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with
fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth ber. And the kings of the earth, who have committed forni-
cation and lived deliciously with ber, shall bewail ber; and lament for ber, when they shall see the smoke
of her burning. Standing afar off for fear of ber torment, saying, Alas, alas that great city Babylon, that
mighty city! For in one hour is thy judgment come. And the merchants of the world shall weep and
mourn over ber; for no man buyeth their merchandise any more: The merchandise of gold, and silver,
and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood,
and all manner vessels of tvory, and all manner vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and
marble, And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour,

and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men. And the fruits
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that thy soul lusted after are departed from thee, and all things which were dainty and goodly are de-
parted from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all. The merchants of these things, which were
made rich by ber, shall stand afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, And saying, Alas,
alas that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and
precious stones, and pearls! For in one hour so great riches is come to nought. And every shipmaster, and
all the company in shops, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off;, And cried when they
saw the smoke of ber burning, saying, What city is like this great city! And they cast dust on their beads,
and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas that great city, wherein were made rich all that had
ships in the sea by reason of ber costliness! For in one hour is she made desolate. Rejoice over ber; thou
beaven, and ye boly apostles, and prophets; for God hath avenged you on ber. And a mighty angel took a
stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Baby-
lon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all. And the voice of the barpers, and musicians, and
of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be beard no more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft be
be, shall be found any more in thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee; And
the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and the bride shall
be beard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries
were all nations deceived. And in ber was found the blood of prophets, and saints, and of all that were
slain upon the earth.”

In this chapter John sees a very powerful angel come down from heaven with glory that
shines over much of the earth. The angel cries with a mighty voice that Babylon is fallen, is
fallen. It seems clear from this passage of scripture that merchants and tradesmen from
across the world establish lucrative business relationships (committed fornication), with this

great commercial center, and its destruction generates much distress. These merchants
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trade fine merchandise of gold and silver, precious stones, silk, linen, and thyine wood, used
for incense and inlaying, to their contacts within the city.

The judgment of this great commercial center is going to be devastating, for she is to
receive double what she has given, and her plagues of death, mourning, famine, and fire will
come in one day. The kings of the earth, and the merchants, tradesmen, and shipmasters
that were made wealthy through trade with the great city will stand afar off and cry, and cast
dust on their heads. However, the saints, prophets, and apostles in heaven will rejoice, for
God will have avenged them. A mighty angel casts a great millstone into the sea in Revela-
tion 18:21 saying, thus, with violence shall the great city be thrown down. It may be that the
destruction of the city is, in part, caused by the tidal wave created by this symbolic mill-
stone. The voice of harpers, musicians, pipers, and trumpeters will not be heard any more,
nor will there be any craftsmen or merchants in this city ever again. This city is seemingly
the engine that drives the antichrist’s worldwide economy. Thus, it figures strongly in the
death of prophets and saints all over the world, and their blood cries out for revenge.

To return to our discussion of exactly which city is referred to here, I believe we need to
start with what most expositors have concluded about the focus of Chapter 17, and Chapter
18. There is wide agreement that Chapter 17 refers to the whore’s headquarters, the city
from which the false prophet administers the antichrist’s religious base; whereas Chapter 18
refers to his economic power base, which obviously has entanglements throughout the end-
times world. I personally believe a case can be made for these two chapters to be referring
to the same city. Note that Chapter 18 seemingly continues to describe the destruction of
spiritual Babylon, which we identified as the golden cup in the whore’s hand. Further, Reve-

lation 18:3 refers to God’s anger at the fornication precipitated by the whore, as well as many
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other negative references to “ber;” which we also assume refers to the whore. The question

that remains is, “Which city is it that is referred to here?” To suggest any answer to this we

must fall back on our own human intuition, which is always suspect. I offer the following:

1. I would tend to eliminate Babylon simply because it does not exist at this point in time,
and I do not see any activity on the horizon to indicate that it is likely to be re-built to
become the center of religion and/or commerce in the time remaining. OT prophecy also
argues against Babylon ever arising again as a major city (Is. 13:19-22; Jer. 51:37).

2. I would also question that the city referred to is Jerusalem, due to all the other competing
events that occur in Israel during the last seven years. Also, Jerusalem is historically the
home of the Jews, God’s chosen nation: not a likely location for a powerful competing
world-wide religious system.

3. The city of Rome that has several features that argue in its favor. It is located on seven
hills, it has a history of being the religious center for much of the Christian world since
the time of Constantine, and the antichrist comes to power through the evolved Roman
kingdom. However, several other cities including Constantinople (Istanbul), Brussels, and
Jerusalem also boast of their seven hills. Everything considered Rome seems to be a vi-
able location for the antichrist’s religious power base described in Revelation 17. That it
could also become his commercial power base seems less likely.

4. We must recognize the potential of New York becoming the antichrist’s economical pow-
er base, due to its present position as the financial capital of the world. We will discuss

this possibility later.
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Is America “The” Nation?

Matthew 21:33 relates a parable given to the Jews by the Lord about the householder
who developed a vineyard, let it out to certain husbandmen, and then departed to a far
country. When the time of the fruit drew near he sent servants to the husbandmen to col-
lect the proceeds from the crop, but the husbandmen beat, killed, and stoned the servants.
Then the householder sent his son, thinking that the husbandmen would respect the son.
Instead they killed the son also. This parable obviously refers to the Jews insisting on the
crucifixion of Jesus by Pontus Pilate, Procurator of Judea. Matthew 21:43 records God’s plan
of action as a result of the Jews rejection of Christ: “Therefore say I unto you, “The Kingdom of
God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.”

When I recently became aware of this verse I was shocked that I had not noticed it be-
fore. My immediate thought was, “Could this be referring to America?” I couldn’t think of
any other nation that had been blessed as we have, any nation whose founding documents
all validate the fact that America was established as a Christian nation. To prove that this
verse, in all probability, does in fact refer to America, I want to start by establishing Ameri-
ca’s Christian foundation by quoting a few excerpts from the many documents and state-
ments attributed to notable personages that the time of our nation’s beginning:

1. The Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776, “We hold these truths to be segc-evic{ent, that
all men are created equaf, that tﬁey are endowed Ey their Creator with certain unalienable
CRigﬁts, that amony these are Ltfe, Liﬁerty, and the }aursuit of ﬂ-[a}o}oiness.”

2. Thomas Jefferson :“My God! how little do my countrymen know what precious Efessings tﬁey
are in possession of, and which no other yeoy[e of earth enjoy!” “God who gave us ﬁfe gave us

[iﬁeny. Can the [iberties of a nation be secure when we have removed a conviction that these
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[iberties are the giff of God? Indeed 1 tremble for my country when 1 rg%ct that God is Just,
that His fustice cannot sﬁae}o forever.”

3. Noah Webster: “The moral Jorincijofes and precepts contained in the Scriptures ougﬁt to form
the basis of all our civil constitutions and laws. All the miseries and evils which men suﬁfer
ﬁom vice, crime, ambition, injustice, (yyression, sfavery, and war, }Wocee(f from their désyising
or neg[ecu’ng the precepts contained in the Bible.”

4. Abraham Lincoln, April 30, 1863: “We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of
heaven. We have been Joreservec{, these many years, in peace and prosperity. We have grown in
numbers, wealth, and _power, as no other nation has ever grown. But we have forgotten God.

We have forgotten the gmcious hand which Jareservea( us in peace, and mufu’}ofiea( and enriched
and strengtﬁenecf us; and we have vain[y imaginecf, in the cﬁaceitfu[ness cf our hearts, that all
these Bfessings were }Wocfucecf Ey some superior wisdom and virtue cf our own. ‘Intoxicated with
unbroken success, we have become too seg(-suﬂ:icient to fee[ the necessity of reaﬁzeming and pre-
serving grace, too Jm’oucf to pray to the God that made us! It behooves us, then to humble our-
selves Eefore the ol%ndécf Power, to conﬁass our national sins, and to pray for c[emency and for-
giveness.”

5. George Washington: “No peop[e can be bound to acﬁnowfec@e and adore the invisible hand
which conducts the the aﬁairs (y( men more than the }ae(yo[e (f the United States. Every step
which tﬁey have advanced to the character of an inafeyenofent nation seem to have been distin-
guisﬁe({ By some token cf yrovicfenn’a[ agency... We ougﬁt no less to be }aersuacfecf that the propi-
tious smiles cf heaven cannot expecwcf on a nation that aﬁ’sregards the eternal rules of order and

rigﬁt, which heaven itseﬁf has ordained.”
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6. John Adams: “We have no government armed with _powers ca}aaﬁﬁz of cont‘encﬁng with human
]oassions unbridled Ey mom(ity and re[igion. Avarice, ambition, revenge, or ga(fantry would
break the strongest cords cf our Constitution as a whale goes tﬁrougﬁ a net. Our Constitution
was made on[y for a moral and re[igious joecyoﬁe. Tt is wﬁoﬁy inacfecluate to the government of
any other.”

7. John Jay about the importance of faith for virtue, “Should our CRe}ouE(ic ever forget this
ﬁmdamenm[ precept of governance, men are certain to shed their resyonsiﬁiﬁries for [icentious-
ness and the great experiment will surefy be doomed.”

8. Benjamin Franklin: “On[y a virtuous ’peopﬁz are ca}aaﬁfe cf freeafom. Q\fotﬁing Bm’ngs more
pain than too much }ofeasure; notﬁing more Bona(age than too much fiﬁeny.”

9. 1776 Virginia Declaration of Rights: “Free government, or the E[essings cf [iﬁeny, can be
]Jresewecf to any Joecyoﬁe, but Ey a ﬁrm adherence to Justice, moderation, temperance, fruga[ity,
and virtue.”

10. Theodore Roosevelt, July 4, 1886: “We must Eee}a swacfify in mind that no Jaw}o(e were ever
yet Eeneﬁwﬁf By riches ff their prosperity corrujo‘recf their virtue.”

11. James Madison: “Liﬁerty may be enc{angerecf Ey the abuses @( [iﬁeﬂy as well as the abuses cf

_power. ”

12. Alex De Tocqueville, noted French political philosopher visited America in her infancy to
find the secret of her greatness. He first examined businesses, schools, national govern-
ment, and cities and towns but could not find the reason for its strength. Then he visited

the churches of our nation whose pulpits were aflame with righteousness and found the se-

cret which he summarized as follows: “America is great because America is goocf; lf America

ever ceases to be gooc{, America will cease to be great.”
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13. In as late as 1892 the Supreme Court rendered the following decision: “Our laws and in-
stitutions must necessam’fy be based upon and emﬁoc{y the wacﬁings (f The Redeemer (f
mankind. It is imyossiﬁﬁa that it should be otherwise; and in this sense and this extent our civi-
[ization and our institutions are emyﬁau’ca[@ Christian... This is a re(igious pecyofe. This is
ﬁiswm’ca[@ true. From the cfiscovery (f this continent to the present hour, there is a singfe voice
maﬁmg this maﬁing this cﬁ:irmau’on‘..we fincf everywﬁere a clear recognition of the same
truth... These and many other matters which migﬁt be noticed, add a volume cf umﬁcm[ decla-
rations to the mass of organic utterances that this is a Christian nation.”

I hope these statements of the founders, as well as those of later leaders and notable in-
dividuals and groups will convince readers that America was indeed established as a Christ-
ian nation, guided by people of virtue, who believed that freedom was worth fighting and
dying for. Of the 56 men who signed the Declaration of Independence five were captured
by the British and tortured before they died, twelve had their homes sacked or burned, two
lost sons and one lost two sons in the fighting. Nine died in the war. They knew when they
signed the Declaration on July 4, 1776, in the city of Philadelphia, that if they succeeded
they faced years of hardship, and if they failed they would face a hangman’s noose as traitors.
The closing words of the Declaration declare: “With a firm reliance on the protection of Divine
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.”

The Constitution of the United States was prepared by 55 men who were appointed to a
Constitutional Convention in May 1787, with the task of developing a National structure
which would deal with foreign nations, and administer matters of National concern (as dis-
tinguished from State or local concern). The 13 states had already established guidelines of

their own, and the Constitution was to be based on these to the benefit of the population as
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a whole. The National government was to be supreme in its domain, and the State govern-
ments were to be sovereign in all affairs not National or foreign. Although they had difficul-
ties for the first few weeks, 81-year old Benjamin Franklin rose and addressed the troubled
convention, pleading that they remember God had brought them through the struggle of
the war, and that He would surely guide them in this endeavor if they only asked. After that
they began each day of deliberation with prayer.

The men of the Convention were of extraordinary ability and experience, men of high
regard like Washington, Franklin, and Hamilton, chief justices of the supreme courts, and
men who had achieved distinction at the bar and in business. Of the 55 members of the
Constitutional Convention 31 were lawyers. On September 17, 1787, thirty-nine delegates
signed the Constitution, and nine months later the required nine states ratified it, putting it
into effect. Rhode Island was the last of the thirteen states to ratify it in 1790.

This is a short summary of the number of speeches, statements, documents, prayers, and
events that that led up to the fight for freedom in the Revolutionary war, and establishment
of the rule of law afterward. If I ever had any doubts about the Christian foundation of our
nation they were certainly eliminated after this study. The wisdom of the founders when
they forged America, the greatest and most prosperous nation in all history, was given to
them from God, because they acknowledged Him and and sought His aid in all their en-
deavors. Their oft-repeated theme to future generations was that our nation would not con-
tinue to be so blessed if we turned away from God, and were no longer a God-fearing na-
tion. We will address this possibility later.

Before we leave this subject I want to recognize the resources I have used for many of

the quotes and historical facts given above: 1) “The Rebirth of America,” Arthur S. DeMoss
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Foundation, 1986; 2) “The U.S. Constitution: a Reader,” Hillsdale College Press, 2012; 3)
“The Constitution of the United States, Its Sources and Its Application,” by Thomas James
Norton, America’s Future, Inc., 1943.

America: An Inevitable Empire?

I was shocked when I became aware of the geological advantages of the North American
Continent over that of the rest of the world. This is well documented in a report by Stratfor
entitled: The Geopolitics of the United States, Part 1: The Inevitable Empire. The informa-
tion provided below is used with Stratfor’s permission.

“The American geography is an impressive one. The Greater Mississippi Basin together
with the Intracoastal Waterway has more kilometers of navigable internal waterways than
the rest of the world combined. The American Midwest is both overlaid by this waterway
and is the world's largest contiguous piece of farmland. The U.S. Atlantic Coast possesses
more major ports than the rest of the Western Hemisphere combined. Two vast oceans insu-
late the United States from Asian and European powers, deserts separate the United States
from Mexico to the south, while lakes and forests separate the population centers in Canada
trom those in the United States. The United States has capital, food surpluses and physical
insulation in excess of every other country in the world by an exceedingly large margin.

North America is a triangle-shaped continent centered in the temperate portions of the
Northern Hemisphere. It is of sufficient size that its northern reaches are fully Arctic and
its southern reaches are fully tropical. Predominant wind currents carry moisture from west
to east across the continent. Climatically, the continent consists of a series of wide north-
south precipitation bands largely shaped by the landmass' longitudinal topography. The

Rocky Mountains dominate the Western third of the northern and central parts of North
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America, generating a rain-shadow eftect just east of the mountain range — an area known
colloquially as the Great Plains. Farther east of this semiarid region are the well-watered
plains of the prairie provinces of Canada and the American Midwest. This zone comprises
both the most productive and the largest contiguous acreage of arable land on the planet.
The most distinctive and important feature of North America is the river network in the
middle third of the continent. While its components are larger in both volume and length
than most of the world's rivers, this is not what sets the network apart. Very few of its trib-
utaries begin at high elevations, making vast tracts of these rivers easily navigable. In the
case of the Mississippi, the head of navigation — just north of Minneapolis — is 3,000
kilometers inland. The network consists of six distinct river systems: the Missouri, Ar-
kansas, Red, Ohio, Tennessee and, of course, the Mississippi. The unified nature of this sys-
tem greatly enhances the region's usefulness and potential economic and political power.
First, shipping goods via water is an order of magnitude cheaper than shipping them via
land. The specific ratio varies greatly based on technological era and local topography, but
in the petroleum age in the United States, the cost of transport via water is roughly 10 to 30
times cheaper than overland. This simple fact makes countries with robust maritime trans-
port options extremely capital-rich when compared to countries limited to land-only op-
tions. This factor is the primary reason why the major economic powers of the past half-
millennia have been Japan, Germany, France, the United Kingdom and the United States.
Second, the watershed of the Greater Mississippi Basin largely overlays North America's
arable lands. Normally, agricultural areas as large as the American Midwest are underuti-
lized as the cost of shipping their output to more densely populated regions cuts deeply into

the economics of agriculture. The vast bulk of the prime agricultural lands are within 200
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kilometers of a stretch of navigable river. Road and rail are still used for collection, but river
ports allow for the entirety of the basin's farmers to easily and cheaply ship their products to
markets, not just in North America, but all over the world. Third, the river network's unity
greatly eases the issue of political integration. All of the peoples of the basin are part of the
same economic system, ensuring constant contact and common interests. Regional proclivi-
ties obviously still arise, but this is not Northern Europe, where a variety of separate river
systems have given rise to multiple national identities.

The early United States did not face any severe geographic challenges. The barrier island
system and local rivers provided a number of options that allowed for rapid cultural and
economic expansion up and down the East Coast. The coastal plain — particularly in what
would become the American South — was sufficiently wide and well-watered to allow for
the steady expansion of cities and farmland. Choices were limited, but so were challenges.
This was not England, an island that forced the early state into the expense of a navy. This
was not France, a country with three coasts and two land borders that forced Paris to con-
stantly deal with threats from multiple directions. This was not Russia, a massive country
suffering from short growing seasons that was forced to expend inordinate sums of capital
on infrastructure simply to attempt to feed itself. Instead, the United States could exist in
relative peace for its first few decades without needing to worry about any large-scale, om-
nipresent military or economic challenges, so it did not have to garrison a large military:.
Every scrap of energy the young country possessed could be spent on making itself more
sustainable. When viewed together — the robust natural transport network overlaying vast

tracts of excellent farmland, sharing a continent with two much smaller and weaker powers
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— it is inevitable that whoever controls the middle third of North America will be a great
power.

For the United States, the attraction of owning one's own destiny made it the destina-
tion of choice for most European migrants. At the time that Mexico achieved independence
it had 6.2 million people versus the U.S. population of 9.6 million. In just two generations —
by 1870 — the American population had ballooned to 38.6 million while Mexico's was only
8.8 million. This U.S. population boom, combined with the United States' ability to indus-
trialize organically, not only allowed it to develop economically but also enabled it to pro-
vide the goods for its own development.

Global history from 1500 to 1945 is a lengthy treatise of increasing contact and conflict
among a series of great regional powers. Some of these powers achieved supra-regional em-
pires, with the Spanish, French and English being the most obvious. Several regional powers
— Austria, Germany, Ottoman Turkey and Japan — also succeeded in extending their writ
over huge tracts of territory during parts of this period. And several secondary powers —
the Netherlands, Poland, China and Portugal — had periods of relative strength. Yet the
two world wars massively devastated all of these powers. No battles were fought in the
mainland United States. Not a single American factory was ever bombed. Alone among the
world's powers in 1945, the United States was not only functional but thriving.

The United States immediately set to work consolidating its newfound power, creating a
global architecture to entrench its position. The first stage of this — naval domination —
was achieved quickly and easily. The U.S. Navy at the beginning of World War II was al-
ready a respectable institution, but after three years fighting across two oceans it had

achieved both global reach and massive competency. But that is only part of the story:.
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Equally important was the fact that, as of August 1945, with the notable exception of the
British Royal Navy, every other navy in the world had been destroyed. As impressive as the
United States' absolute gains in naval power had been, its relative gains were grander still.
There simply was no competition. Always a maritime merchant power, the United States
could now marry its economic advantages to absolute dominance of the seas and all global
trade routes. And it really didn't need to build a single additional ship to do so (although it
did anyway).

There is another secret to American success — both in controlling the oceans and taking
advantage of European failures — that lies in an often-misunderstood economic structure
called Bretton Woods. Even before World War II ended, the United States had leveraged its
position as the largest economy and military to convince all of the Western allies — most of
whose governments were in exile at the time — to sign onto the Bretton Woods accords.
The states committed to the formation of the International Monetary Fund and World
Bank to assist with the expected post-War reconstruction. Considering the general destitu-
tion of Western Europe at the time, this, in essence, was a U.S. commitment to finance if
not outright fund that reconstruction. Because of that, the U.S. dollar was the obvious and
only choice to serve as the global currency.

But Bretton Woods was about more than currency regimes and international institu-
tions; its deeper purpose lay in two other features that are often overlooked. The United
States would open its markets to participating states' exports while not requiring reciprocal
access for its own. In exchange, participating states would grant the United States deference
in the crafting of security policy. NATO quickly emerged as the organization through which

this policy was pursued. From the point of view of the non-American founders of Bretton
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Woods, this was an excellent deal. Self-funded reconstruction was out of the question. The
bombing campaigns required to defeat the Nazis leveled most of Western Europe's in-
frastructure and industrial capacity. Even in those few parts of the United Kingdom that
emerged unscathed, the state labored under a debt that would require decades of economic
growth to recover from. It was not so much that access to the American market would help
regenerate Europe's fortunes as it was that the American market was the only market at
war's end. And since all exports from Bretton-Woods states (which the exception of some
Canadian exports) to the United States had to travel by water, and since the U.S. Navy was
the only institution that could guarantee the safety of those exports, adopting security poli-
cies unfriendly to Washington was simply seen as a nonstarter. By the mid-1950s, Bretton
Woods had been expanded to the defeated Axis powers as well as South Korea and Taiwan.
It soon became the basis of the global trading network, first being incorporated into the
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and in time being transformed into the World
Trade Organization. With a single policy, the Americans not only had fused their economic
and military policies into a single robust system but also had firmly established that Ameri-
can dominance of the seas and the global economic system would be in the interest of all
major economies with the exception of the Soviet Union.

From a functional point of view the United States controls North America because it
holds nearly all of the pieces that are worth holding. With the possible exception of Cuba or
some select sections of southern Canada, the rest of the landmass is more trouble than it is
worth. Additionally, the security relationship it has developed with Canada and Mexico
means that neither poses an existential threat to American dominance. Any threat to the

United States would have to come from beyond North America. And the only type of coun-
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try that could possibly dislodge the United States would be another state whose power is
also continental in scope. As of 2011, there are no such states in the international system.”
Chosen and Blessed

I hope that our arguments above have convinced readers that the creation, founding,
and structuring of America can’t be explained by mere happenstance. The miracle of a rag-
tag army of farmers overcoming the British army of sixty-thousand troops, commanded by
the ablest generals in Europe, with a naval force of twenty-two thousand seamen in eighty
British men-of-war can only happen when men like Washington, inspired by Heaven, can
conceive a surprise move on the enemy by crossing the Delaware on Christmas Eve. And
who but the Ruler of the winds could have delayed British reinforcements by three months
during a critical point of the war, or provide for the miraculous, last minute detection of
Benedict Arnold’s treacherous scheme? Who but God could move on a man like eighty-
one-year old Benjamin Franklin to address the disagreeing Constitutional Convention stat-
ing that “I have lived a long time, and the longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of
this truth: that God governs in the affairs of man. And if a sparrow cannot fall to the
ground without His notice, is it probable that an empire can rise without His aid? We have
been assured, Sir, in the Sacred Writings that except the Lord build the house, they labor in
vain that build it. I firmly believe this ...” It was after this that every session of the Con-
vention opened with prayer, which led to the successful development of our Constitution,
which established a republic based on the absolute laws of the Bible, not a democracy based
on the changing whims of people. Abraham Lincoln wrote this regarding the relationship

between the principles of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution: “A word
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fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.” Sadly, our nation no longer holds to
President Lincoln’s characterization which was drawn from Proverbs 25:11.
The Falling Away

For all the blessings our nation has been privileged to receive we now find ourselves like
Israel when the curse of Matthew 21:43 was spoken by Jesus. The leader of our nation pro-
claims that we are no longer a Christian nation, and sets about instituting regulations and
procedures validating that statement. Compare this to the purpose of the Pilgrims in com-
ing to a new land given in the New England Charter, which states in part, “. .. to advance
the enlargement of Christian religion, to the glory of God Almighty . ..” And again in the
1892 decision of the Supreme Court, which states in part: “Our laws and our institutions
must necessarily be based upon and embody the teachings of The Redeemer of mankind. It
is impossible that it could be otherwise; and in this sense and to this extent our civilization
and our institutions are emphatically Christian . ..” Os Guinness, in his book “A Free Peo-
ples Suicide,” emphasizes the founders belief that freedom depends on virtue, and virtue
depends on faith, and faith is a gift of God (Eph. 2:8). Thomas Jefferson once asked, “Can
the liberties of a nation be secure when we have removed the conviction that these liberties
are the gift of God?”

Abraham Lincoln had this to say about the Bible: “All the good from the Savior of the
world is communicated through this Book; but for the Book we could not know right from
wrong. All the things desirable to man are contained in it.” Now ask yourself how many
people you know spend any significant time studying the Bible, the source of God’s wisdom.
Only eighteen years from the time the Pilgrims set foot on Plymouth Rock, the Puritans

founded the first and perhaps the most famous Ivy League school: Harvard. Almost all the
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Ivy League schools were established to train ministers of the gospel. Harvard’s “Rules and
Precepts,” published in 1646, included the following statement: “Every one shall consider
the main end of his life and studies (is) to know God and Jesus Christ which is eternal life.”
I doubt that God would look with favor on what is being taught at Harvard and other insti-
tutions of higher learning in 2016.

The todays world God’s Word, the Bible, seems to command little honor and respect,
even by those who identify themselves as Christians. I am especially sensitive to this failure
for I was one of those who failed to recognize the wonderful knowledge and wisdom that
God has provided through this easily accessed medium, the written word. My wife devel-
oped early onset Alzheimers Disease when she was 49-years old. As a result I had a lot of
lonely time in the evening, after I had put her to bed. Soon, I began to spend this time
reading Christian books. However, it wasn’t long before I began to talk to God about every-
thing that was going on in my life, and He began answering by giving me some pretty re-
markable answers. This went on for some when He hit me with a task that I did not feel
adequate to handle: writing an article on the seven churches of Revelation (Revelation
Chapters 2 and 3). I continued to argue with Him until I happened on a book on that very
subject. Now I thought I had my AHA moment of rebuttal, which I immediately brought
to His attention. As I have subsequently learned, you can never get one-up on God. His
response was He now wanted me to write a commentary on the entire book of Revelation.

I again argued, but finally gave in with the stipulation that He would have to give me the
necessary understanding about all the symbology used in the book of Revelation. This is a
rather long explanation about how I got turned on to studying the Bible. I now treasure the

time I can spend digging for gems in the Bible more than anything else in the world, and my
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Bible is the dearest possession I own. I relate this experience to give the reader some basis
for understanding my discouragement in the lack of interest in studying the Bible in today’s
world. The fact that 2 Timothy 3:16 states that all scripture is given or inspired by God, has
little or no affect on those that do not know, and are not known, by God. They undoubtedly
believe the Bible to be naturally inspired, rather than spiritually inspired. Those that identi-
fy themselves as Christians have even less excuse, for they (supposedly) know God, and
should have some interest in knowing Him better. 2 Peter 1:20-21 adds: “Knowing this first, no
prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For no prophecy ever came by the will of man:
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”

I wish I could say something that would spark an interest in reading and studying God’s
Word. If you are interested in understanding the triune God of the universe, or if you have
doubts about Him that you would like to resolve, I cannot think of a better source for study:.
Many great men of renown have undertaken Bible study to prove that it is false, and that
there is no God; but to their surprise they were convicted, and became believers into Jesus
Christ. C. S. Lewis, one of the greatest writers of the twentieth century, fell away from the
Christian faith he knew as a youth, but then returned under the influence friends and litera-
ture, including the Bible. He wrote more than thirty books, but the one I would recom-
mend for any seeker, or new convert is “Mere Christianity,” one of the most popular and
beloved introductions to the Christian faith ever written.

Beside the Bible the other document that has been crucial to our nation’s survival and
success is the United States Constitution. After the Bible it is considered by many to be the
second most important document ever written. I recently completed a free on-line course

on the Constitution provided by Hillsdale College. I am ashamed to admit that I didn’t
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know a lot about the Constitution (the law of our land) before I took this course. I learned
that the Constitution was a unique creation: a system of self-government established and
maintained by consent of the governed. A constitutional republic with individual liberty,
elected representatives and limited government, with power to protect individual pursuits
related to life, liberty, property, and the pursuit of happiness: inalienable rights endowed by
our Creator. With wisdom far exceeding their own, the founders provided for protection
against the inappropriate exercise of power by one branch of the government over the oth-
ers through a system of checks and balances: the executive, the legislative, the judicial, and
the individual. The individual was the primary driver, for only by his/her consent could the
government govern. But this entire plan necessarily depended on individual virtue, for that
was recognized as the only effective restraint against men’s greed. It was this very point that
was often mentioned by the founders: the only way to maintain the Republic was for the in-
dividual citizen to remain virtuous. A quote by Daniel Webster strikes at the heart of this:
“Let the religious element in man’s nature be neglected, let him be influenced by no higher
motives than low self-interest, and influenced by no higher motives than low self-interest,
and subjected to no stronger restraint than the limits of civil authority, and he becomes the
creature of selfish passion or blind fanaticism.” Much of today’s activity within the Federal
Government seems to fall into this category brought about by the actions of people that
seem to fit Daniel Webster’s description above.

Sadly; in today’s world our federal government seems determined to modify, bend, or ig-
nore our Constitution. Our individual rights suffer as a consequence, often in ways that we
do not immediately comprehend, and in a manner that causes us to feel helpless to do any-

thing about it. But this didn’t happen overnight, nor does the present administration de-
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serve all the blame for the disintegration of our nation. In October 1964, Ronald Reagan
delivered a speech in support of Barry Goldwater’s campaign for President in which he dis-
cussed some of the ills that plagued our nation, both then and now. He emphasized the im-
portance individual freedom, and how the Progressive element of our society sacrificed this
freedom for (supposed) security. He quoted Plutarch’s warning: “The real destroyer of the
liberties of the people is he who spreads among them bounties, donations, and benefits.”
He also alluded to the Federal Government’s ineptitude in managing those things it has tak-
en over in apparent violation of the Constitution: health, housing, farming, industry, com-
merce, education, labor, and so on. I can’t think of any of these that have been improved by
Government takeover. President Reagan gave some very telling examples in farming and
labor, but I want to use an example from my own personal experience while working for
NASA.

I went to work for NASA in Houston, Texas, in May 1962, and retired in December 1981,
while working at the NASA White Sands Test Facility (WSTF) near Las Cruces, New Mexi-
co. During my tenure with NASA I was blessed to be part of the team of people that im-
plemented the bold statement of President John Kennedy to send men to land on the moon,
and return to earth safely. This cobbled together team from a wide array of government and
industrial sources made this hard to believe task a reality. However, while working for the
Federal Government I saw a lot of lethargy in other Government organizations. I believe
the Manned Space Program was successful because it attracted a mix of managers, engi-
neers, and technicians from technology based firms who came to Houston, and other NASA
sites, with a “can do” and “how can we make it work” attitude. They joined a skeleton orga-

nization of existing NASA employees to undertake this seemingly impossible task. Howev-
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er, during my tenure with NASA, I encountered other older government organizations that
President Reagan could have included in his list of bad management examples. While work-
ing at the NASA WSTF I received a call from one of the White Sands Missile Range
(WSMR) laboratory managers who asked if we (WSTF), could run a certain test for them.
Now WSMR was a much larger facility than WSTF, and normally you would think they
could have performed this test themselves. Nevertheless, I told my caller to check with our
laboratory manager to see when we could fit it into our schedule. We ran the test the next
day, and the WSMR laboratory manager headed back to the Range with a pickup load of
data and a big smile on his face. While at WSTF he told our test personnel that he had
been trying to get his test done at the Range for over a year. He could not seem to find a
way to satisfy safety, inspection, quality control, and other “nay sayers” at the Range. I be-
lieve this is a good example of the lethargy characteristic of government organizations that
have been in existence for a while: no one wants to take responsibility when there is the
slightest chance that some failure may occur, or someone might get hurt. Rules and proce-
dures multiply over the years, and the “nay-sayers” can always find some reason to delay any
decision that, in their wildest dreams, might end up reflecting badly on them. Also, the
Federal Government seems to operate on the idea that bigger is better. Consequently, gov-
ernment organizations tend to grow, grow; and grow, and thus encourage the proliferation of
“nay-sayers.”

Political influence is another downside of government management. It seems to grow in
proportion to the size of the particular organization. It contributes to the ineptitude char-
acteristic of government organizations, although I have encountered it in industry as well.

We were about to let a major contract for test facility construction at the NASA Johnson
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Space Center when I discovered that one of the bidders was a company that I had found to
be dishonest and unreliable previously. I went to the Corps of Engineers Headquarters in
Ft. Worth, Texas, in an attempt to keep them from awarding the contract to this company,
based on my previous bad experience. Although it was to be a NASA test facility, with se-
vere schedule and safety restraints, they refused to act on my evidence. Sure enough, we ran
into scheduling and technical difficulties with this firm that required some rather innovative
(and unauthorized) solutions to meet spacecraft schedule requirements.

There is much that could be said on this general subject, but it is obvious that I cannot
cover it all in this relatively short dissertation, so let me close this part of our argument by
quoting Article 10 of the Bill of Rights to the Constitution: “The power not delegated to
the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are re-
served to the States respectively, or to the people.” Thomas Jefferson had this to say
about this Amendment: I believe the States can best govern over home concerns, and the
General Government over foreign ones. I wish, therefore, to see maintained that whole-
some distribution of powers established by the Constitution for the limitation of both, and
never to see all offices transferred to Washington.” Obviously, we have not satisfied Jefter-
son’s wishes, nor have we complied with the Constitution on this point.

Our Nation is in serious trouble: surely the school bathroom controversy introduced by
the present Federal Administration points out how ridiculous it is for Washington politi-
cians to be determining who can use the woman’s bathroom at local public schools in Amer-
ica. Or for that matter, for the Supreme Court to be telling Texas that they cannot insist on
the enforcement of recognized and acceptable medical practices at Texas abortion clinics.

Federal Government overreach is seemingly impossible to reign in. We need to heed Jefter-
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son’s wish to never see “all the offices transferred toWashington.” I'm sure that he would be
shocked to see the present state of the Union.
Closure

I hope that you are now entertaining the idea that Jesus was really referring to a future
America with His words in Matthew 21:43. The creation geography of the nation of Ameri-
ca, the Christian ethos of its first settlers, and the founders strong dependency on God’s
guidance in the enactment of the nation’s guiding documents (the Declaration of Indepen-
dence and the Constitution), gave us a nation of singular power and influence in the world: a
nation that has given much for maintaining freedom in the world. But we are now at a
crossroads, for we have enjoyed the benefits made available from our success, and we have
failed (or are failing) to honor the wise council of the founders succinctly stated by John
Witherspoon in his first Thanksgiving message after the war for independence: “A republic
once equally poised must either preserve its virtue or lose its liberty.”

I have searched long and hard for some way to end this writing in a way that would in-
spire readers with some of the pride and dedication characteristic of those who brought this
nation to greatness against overwhelming odds. If you consider what God did to prepare
this land, and what the founders did (with God’s help) to bring this nation to be recognized
as the leader of the free world, how can you be satisfied to do nothing to help to restore its
honor and virtue? When we were attacked on September 11, 2001, I had a strong urge to do
something: I wanted to volunteer to help in some way. I was 72-years old at that time: obvi-
ously of little use to anyone, but the point is that terrorists had touched me in the place
where pride, honor and patriotism reside. I was feeling what I now wish every citizen of

this land would feel when America is belittled by our leaders, or is “spat upon” by foreigners.
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Os Guinness, in his book “A Free Peoples Suicide,” has some comments along the same
line that I would like to quote: “Once America soars higher than any eagle has soared be-
fore, does the eagle no longer need the sun? And is there any sun that the high-soaring eagle
recognizes as higher than itself? Is there a reality beyond freedom on which American free-
dom depends? Those were the questions addressed by G. K. Chesterton after his visit to the
United States in 1921, and that was the context of his sober prediction that some ‘ultimate
test’ would come. If—as has happened in our postmodern age fourscore years after he wrote
—‘the power of the Jewish and Christian faiths is discarded and the power of the Enlight-
enment is pronounced dead, what would be the authority that authorizes freedom, human
dignity, rights, democracy, and finally, meaning itself? Men will more and more realize that
there is no meaning in democracy if there is no meaning in anything,” Chesterton wrote,
‘and that there is no meaning in anything if the universe has not a centre of significance and
an authority that is the author of our rights.”

“Freedom is the eagle whose glory is gazing at the sun? No nation rises higher or lasts
longer than the great ideas that inspire it. Freedom never lasts forever, because it is harder
to be free than not to be free. Freedom must therefore be sustained and not simply won,
ordered and taken for granted. American freedom, like American greatness, was not derived
from itself, and cannot be sustained by itself. For the source of its strength it must always
look beyond itselt.”

“All of which raises the supreme question for Americans today: Will the eagle cease to fly
toward the sun and be grounded? Or will the eagle renew its gaze on the sun and soar again?
Always free, will the United States remain free always? That is the standing or falling issue

that the present generation faces.”
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“Americans, that is also the the form of the question through which you confront three
of history’s great questions comment all civilizations toward the end of their course: What
do you have that you dod not receive? What have you done with your inheritance? And

what is to be done if you answer the first two questions wit honesty?”
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